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The Region of Crete is organizing "the Crete Festival 2023" for the third
year in a row, with the aim of establishing it as a key cultural institution that
reflects the exceptional cultural heritage of Crete. We prioritize the
promotion of culture and the strengthening of Crete's cultural identity.

This is because culture is intertwined with collective memory,
consciousness, history, and the remarkable creations of individuals and
diverse generations who have withstood the test of time, showcasing their
value, significance, and beauty. These cultural achievements have
become a precious shared legacy and an integral part of the universal
civilization.

Just like the tripod of Apollo symbolically represents, culture encompasses
the past, the present, and the future.

In line with this spirit, "the Crete Festival 2023" aims to showcase and
highlight the cultural heritage of the past, while also fostering
communication and collaboration with other cultures, particularly those of
the Mediterranean and Europe. Moreover, the festival seeks to encourage
the creation of new artistic endeavors.

Crete, due to its geographical position and rich cultural heritage, is well-
suited to play a distinctive role in contemporary cultural communication
and artistic creation, acting as a crossroads between three continents.

"the Crete Festival 2023" has the potential to transform this vision into
reality and also contribute as a catalyst to broader development and social
progress.

As the Region of Crete, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to all the
artists and contributors involved in the events, and we express our sincere
gratitude to all the collaborating organizations for their invaluable
cooperation. We wish everyone the best of luck.

Stavros Arnaoutakis
Governor of the Region of Crete



With a lineup of new events that encompass the full spectrum of performing arts and
feature top-notch artists, we are once again hosting "the Crete Festival" this year, building
upon the tradition we started in 2021. This vibrant festival takes place in the breathtaking
archaeological sites, historic landmarks, and monuments of our beloved island.

Crete's rich and ancient history has always been intertwined with culture and the arts.
Keeping this in mind, we carefully select iconic venues across all four regional units to
ensure a strong connection with the exceptional artistic creations by both local and
international artists. Our opening event this year pays homage to the legendary Maria
Callas, the celebrated soprano, and continues our fruitful collaboration with the Athens
State Orchestra, the oldest orchestral ensemble in our nation. As the Region of Crete, we
proudly join forces with the State Orchestra to honor Maria Callas, especially as 2023
marks the official inclusion of her 100th birthday celebration in UNESCQ's prestigious
anniversary catalog.

Evangelos Zacharis

President of the Regional Council

Appointed Regional Councilor for Art and Contemporary Culture,
with responsibility for the "the Crete Festival»

The Region of Crete is hosting the 3rd Crete Festival, with the same strategic goals it
established from the beginning. The most significant objectives include:

-Showcasing the exceptional cultural heritage of Crete, spanning from its ancient Minoan
civilization, classical and Byzantine periods, to its contemporary and folk culture.

-Linking culture to the broader development and promotion of Crete.

-Harnessing the cultural heritage as a catalyst and wellspring of inspiration for new artistic
creations.

These principles shape the planning, organization, and program of the 2023 festival. Crete
holds a special place in history and culture, and the Festival of the Region draws
inspiration from the pride and reverence for this heritage, along with a deep belief in the
value and importance of culture and artistic expression.

loanna Giannari

MA in Arts Management, City University, London
Responsible for planning, coordination,

and curation of the "Crete Festival»



FRIDAY, JUNE 16 | SMALL PORT PROMENADE, VENETIAN FORTRESS
"Honoring Maria Callas - Athens State Orchestra

Youth Symphony Orchestra of Heraklion”

Starting time : 20:30

The Athens State Orchestra is honored to return to Crete, participating for the second
consecutive year in the Crete Festival organized by the Region of Crete. This year, as part of
the "Maria Callas Year" commemorating the 100th anniversary of the birth of the globally
adored Greek soprano, the Athens State Orchestra joins forces with their young colleagues
from the Symphony Orchestra of the Municipality of Heraklion to present a "spectacular"
gala opera. Under the direction of Miltos Logiadis they will perform a selection of Arias and
duets from some of the most renowned operas such as La Traviata, Tosca, Rigoletto, and
more. Mezzo-soprano Vasiliki Karagianni and tenor Dimitris Paksoglou will be the featured
soloists.

Organization: Region of Crete

Co-organization: Athens State Orchestra, Youth Symphony Orchestra of Heraklion
Support: Heraklion Port Authority (O.L.H.)

Heraklion Ephorate of Antiquities

SATURDAY, JUNE 17 | FORTEZZAVENETIAN FORTRESS -RETHYMNO
"Honoring Maria Callas - Athens State Orchestra

Youth Symphony Orchestra of Heraklion”

Starting time: 21:00

The Athens State Orchestra is honored to return to Crete, participating for the
secondconsecutive year in the Crete Festival organized by the Region of Crete. This year,
as part of the "Maria Callas Year" commemorating the 100th anniversary of the birth of the
globally adored Greek soprano, the Athens State Orchestra joins forces with their young
colleagues from the Symphony Orchestra of the Municipality of Heraklion to present a
"spectacular" gala opera. Under the direction of Miltos Logiadis they will perform a selection
of Arias and duets from some of the most renowned operas such as La Traviata, Tosca,
Rigoletto, and more. Mezzo-soprano Vasiliki Karagianni and tenor Dimitris Paksoglou will
be the featured soloists.

Organization: Region of Crete
Co-organization: Athens State Orchestra, Youth Symphony Orchestra of Heraklion
Support: Municipality of Rethymno



SUNDAY, JUNE 18 | NEWARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF RETHYMNO
“Honoring Maria Callas - Athens State Orchestra

Youth Symphony Orchestra of Heraklion”

Starting time: 21:00

The Athens State Orchestra is honored to return to Crete, participating for the second
consecutive yearin the Crete Festival organized by the Region of Crete. This year, as part of
the "Maria Callas Year" commemorating the 100th anniversary of the birth of the globally
adored Greek soprano, the Athens State Orchestra joins forces with their young colleagues
from the Symphony Orchestra of the Municipality of Heraklion to present a "spectacular"
gala opera. Under the direction of Miltos Logiadis they will perform a selection of Arias and
duets from some of the most renowned operas such as La Traviata, Tosca, Rigoletto, and
more. Mezzo-soprano Vasiliki Karagianni and tenor Dimitris Paksoglou will be the featured
soloists.

Organization: Region of Crete
Co-organization: Chania Ephorate of Antiquities, Athens State Orchestra
Youth Symphony Orchestra of Heraklion

FRIDAY, JULY 14 | VENETIAN FORTRESS KAZARMA - SITIA
Giorgos Pervolarakis solo:

FAFLAGOS—New*Sea*Wave vol.6_eléctro & Theater Stories
classical guitar, vocals, soundscapes, electronics

Starting time: 21:00

George Pervolarakis' solo concerts constitute an ongoing experiment through time. This
particular 6th edition is a rich, multilingual, and multicultural musical mosaic in which the
classical guitar shines at its core. At times, it exudes solitude, echoing from the Baroque
era to the fragile present, while at other times, it merges with electric guitar effects and is
accompanied by theatrical soundscapes designed by Giorgos himself. These
soundscapes range from subtle to more noisy electronic sounds, and intertwine with his
vocals, creating a theatricality that emerges through the music and vice versa.

Sound/Lights: Dimitris Hatzakis

Organization: Region of Crete
Support: Municipality of Sitia - AOKAZ



SUNDAY, JULY 16 | VENETIAN WALLS OF HERAKLION - GARDEN THEATER
“MANOS HADJIDAKIS”

Giorgos Pervolarakis solo:

FAFLAGOS—New*Sea*Wave vol.6_eléctro & Theater Stories

classical guitar, vocals, soundscapes, electronics

Starting time: 21:00

George Pervolarakis' solo concerts constitute an ongoing experiment through time. This
particular 6th edition is a rich, multilingual, and multicultural musical mosaic in which the
classical guitar shines at its core. At times, it exudes solitude, echoing from the Baroque
era to the fragile present, while at other times, it merges with electric guitar effects and is
accompanied by theatrical soundscapes designed by Giorgos himself. These
soundscapes range from subtle to more noisy electronic sounds, and intertwine with his
vocals, creating a theatricality that emerges through the music and vice versa.

Sound/Lights: Dimitris Hatzakis

Organization: Region of Crete - Support: Municipality of Heraklion

WEDNESDAY, JULY 19 | VENETIAN WALLS OF HERAKLION “PILIVITHLEEM”
“Ektoras Kyriakou - Reformation Project”
Starting time: 21:00

Reformation Project is a brand-new ensemble of accomplished musicians which taps into
the heart of traditional Cretan music and sees it from a different, regenerated perspective.
They also contribute with their own original compositions.

In an engaging one — and - a- half- an - hour performance the Cretan lute, the cello the voice
and the percussions shape and blend classical music interpretation with local traditional
music.

Theirdebut album has been released since May 2023.

Performers:

Ektoras Kyriakou: cretan lute, singing, arrangements
Haris Bakas: percussion

Kostis Spyridakis: cello

Vangelis Apostolou: sound engineering

Organization: Region of Crete
Co-organization:



WEDNESDAY, JULY 19 | ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF ELEFTHERNA
“Stavros' favorites in Eleftherna”
Starting time: 21:00

Stavros Xarchakos' love for the island of Crete, its people, and its music has been known
since the years when he spent time with Nikos Xylouris, wandering around and climbing the
mountains of Megalonisi. Stavros Xarchakos will present a concert - a gift for Crete, a
unique, mystical, and Dionysian performance specially tailored for the venue where it will
take place, which is none other than the courtyard of the Museum of Ancient Eleutherna.

A space where music will meet history, collective memory, and the unparalleled beauty of
this unique landscape on Friday, July 19th. The curator of this concert is the professor of
archaeology, director of excavations and the Study Center of the Museum of Ancient
Eleutherna, and general director of the Acropolis Museum, Mr. Nikos Stampolidis!

The initiator of this concert is the regional governor of Crete, Mr. Stavros Arnautakis, who
warmly supported this initiative from the beginning due to his love and admiration for the
composer Stavros Xarchakos.

Organization: Region of Crete - Co-organization: Rethymno Ephorate of Antiquities

FRIDAY, JULY 21 | OLD PRIMARY SCHOOL OF ARCHANES
"All Weather Love”
Starting time: 21:00

Love has always been the main theme of all forms of artistic expression, with music perhaps
taking the lead in great romantic works. The Vamos Music Ensemble has created a
captivating musical performance.

Five thematic sections, unified by their content, centered around love:

1. Hadjidakis 2. Retro 3. Rebetika 4. Contemporary 5. Lyrical

Two female and one male vocalists, each with a distinct and unique style, present a
succession of emotions and sounds. Magic, desire, sensuality, tenderness, the passions of
the soul and body that love brings forth, the longing for deep connection and everything that
hinders its fulfillment, the pain of deprivation, abandonment, separation, guilt, remorse - but
also the ultimate worthiness of love.

A program featuring some of the most beautiful love songs from every era, unexpected
arrangements with beloved Greek songs, performed in a unique way that will leave a lasting
impression. The Vamos Music Ensemble under the orchestration and direction of Thanasis
Papathanasiou.

Organization: Region of Crete
Supported by: Municipality of Archanes Asterousia - Support: Municipality of Sitia



MONDAY, JULY 24 | VENETIAN FORTRESS KAZARMA - SITIA
"All Weather Love”
Starting time: 21:00

Love has always been the main theme of all forms of artistic expression, with music perhaps
taking the lead in great romantic works. The Vamos Music Ensemble has created a
captivating musical performance.

Five thematic sections, unified by their content, centered around love:

1. Hadjidakis 2. Retro 3. Rebetika 4. Contemporary 5. Lyrical

Two female and one male vocalists, each with a distinct and unique style, present a
succession of emotions and sounds. Magic, desire, sensuality, tenderness, the passions of
the soul and body that love brings forth, the longing for deep connection and everything that
hinders its fulfillment, the pain of deprivation, abandonment, separation, guilt, remorse - but
also the ultimate worthiness of love.

A program featuring some of the most beautiful love songs from every era, unexpected
arrangements with beloved Greek songs, performed in a unique way that will leave a lasting
impression. The Vamos Music Ensemble under the orchestration and direction of Thanasis
Papathanasiou.

Organization: Region of Crete - Support: Municipality of Sitia

TUESDAY, JULY 25 | CHLOUVERAKI PARK - SITIA
"We know how to swim”
Starting time: 19:30

Interactive musical theater performance for children and adults.

In the near future, the ice has melted and the entire planet is submerged under water. Amidst
the devastation, a bear is searching for shelter. Her family is lost, but she managed to swim
and reach Zakros. Artemis, a little girl, knows that this bear is the last one and she tries to
save her. When she encounters a bee, it tells her that when the floods subsided, it saw a bear
in the east of Crete. Thus, the adventure begins with the bee.

Text-Directing: Eirini Dermitzaki - Christina Christofi. Starring: Eirini Dermitzaki, Dimosthenis
Filippas, Christina Christofi. Live Music/Singing: Carmen Zografou. Costumes-Doll Puppet
Construction: Myrto Kosmopoulou. Assistant Director: Maria Branidou.

With the support of the program "All of Greece, One Culture" by the Ministry of Culture.
*Before the performance, a musical theater workshop will be organized with children from Sitia
and Zakros. During the workshop, the children will learn the songs that they will sing along with
the actors during the performance. Participation phone number: 6942990996

Production: BIP Theatre Company.

Organization: Region of Crete - Support: Municipality of Sitia



THURSDAY, JULY 27 | VENETIAN FORTRESS OF FIRKA - CHANIA
"Mikis Narrates...”
Starting time: 21:00

An acoustic performance dedicated to Mikis Theodorakis, showcasing his charismatic
storytelling. Through a multichannel sound installation, the audience listens to his
narratives, accompanied by processed soundscapes that bring Mikis unexpectedly close to
us. The performance engages in dialogue with his music and songs, which are performed
live on stage by loanna Forti, a longtime collaborator of Mikis Theodorakis, along with a
four-member musical ensemble.

The technical processing and design of the sound installation are carried out with the
assistance of the Department of Music Technology & Acoustics at the Hellenic
Mediterranean University.

Organization: Region of Crete - Co-organization: Chania Ephorate of Antiquities
Support: Municipality of Chania

SATURDAY, JULY 29 | FORTEZZAVENETIAN FORTRESS - RETHYMNO
"Mikis Narrates...”
Starting time: 21:00

An acoustic performance dedicated to Mikis Theodorakis, showcasing his charismatic
storytelling. Through a multichannel sound installation, the audience listens to his
narratives, accompanied by processed soundscapes that bring Mikis unexpectedly close to
us. The performance engages in dialogue with his music and songs, which are performed
live on stage by loanna Forti, a longtime collaborator of Mikis Theodorakis, along with a
four-member musical ensemble.

The technical processing and design of the sound installation are carried out with the
assistance of the Department of Music Technology & Acoustics at the Hellenic
Mediterranean University.

Organization: Region of Crete
Support: Municipality of Rethymno



SATURDAY, JULY 29,2023 | MONASTERY OF PANAGIA GOUVERNIOTISSA
"Music of the Eastern Mediterranean”
Starting time: 21:00

Haig Yazdjian, born in Syria to Armenian parents, has been living and working in Greece for
the past twenty years. His origins, roots, and childhood memories, influenced by the culture
of the Eastern Mediterranean, led Haig to weave together the vast musical traditions of
Armenia and the Middle East with Western musical idioms. By combining the strongest
elements from both worlds, he elevates his music to high levels of creativity.

With an exceptional group of skilled musicians by his side, Haig presents a live program that
includes his most famous compositions from his discography, as well as imaginative
adaptations of traditional songs from Greece and the Near East. As always, improvisation
and the creative spirit of the musicians set the tone in Haig's live performances, ranging from
the realms of jazz and fusion to contemporary Western music.

Organization: Region of Crete
Support: Gouverniotissa Cultural & Development Organization, Municipality of Hersonissos

SATURDAY 29 & SUNDAY 30 OF JULY | ZAKROS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
"We know how to swim”
Starting time: 19:30

Interactive musical theater performance for children and adults.

Inthe near future, the ice has melted and the entire planet is submerged under water. Amidst
the devastation, a bear is searching for shelter. Her family is lost, but she managed to swim
and reach Zakros. Artemis, a little girl, knows that this bear is the last one and she tries to
save her. When she encounters a bee, it tells her that when the floods subsided, it saw a bear
in the east of Crete. Thus, the adventure begins with the bee.

Text-Directing: Eirini Dermitzaki - Christina Christofi. Starring: Eirini Dermitzaki,
Dimosthenis Filippas, Christina Christofi. Live Music/Singing: Carmen Zografou. Costumes-
Doll Puppet Construction: Myrto Kosmopoulou. Assistant Director: Maria Branidou.

Organization: Region of Crete - Co-organization: Lasithi Ephorate of Antiquities
With the support of the program "All of Greece, One Culture" by the Ministry of Culture.

*Before the performance, a musical theater workshop will be organized with children from
Sitia and Zakros. During the workshop, the children will learn the songs that they will sing
along with the actors during the performance. Participation phone number: 6942990996
Production: BIP Theatre Company.



TUESDAY,AUGUST1 | ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE - MALIAPALACE

“Full Moon on August 1st with Giorgos Chatzinassios and the Choir of Malia conducted
by N. Antonakakis”

Starting time: 21:00

Giorgos Chatzinasios, one of the top Greek composers, will take us on a timeless journey
with his immortal songs. In this concert, the composer, along with three renowned and
acclaimed singers and the participation of the Choir of Malia under the direction of maestro
Nikos Antonakakis, will present music and songs from a significant part of his artistic
repertoire.

We will hear song cycles such as "DIADROMI," "LEFKOMA," "ANGIGMA PSIXIS,"
"ENDEKATI ENTOLI," "EXEI O THEOS", "ASPRO MAURQ", "SYNAKSARIA", "EIKONES",
"PAIXNIDI GIA DYO", "EPITHESI AGAPIS", as well as music composed by the artist for
cinema and television with parallel projection on the big screen.

Organization: Region of Crete
Co-organization: Heraklion Ephorate of Antiquities, Municipality of Hersonissos,
Choir of Malia

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2 | VENETIAN WALLS OF HERAKLION - GARDEN
THEATER “MANOS HADJIDAKIS”

"With three little music notes... on the other side of the sky!" -

"Avec trois petites notes de musique... al'autre bout du ciel!"

Starting time: 21:00

"Four musicians from different backgrounds, sharing the same love for song, Greek and
French music, collaborate for the first time in this concert, offering an original and
captivating program!"

French and Greek songs combine with creativity and imagination, leading us to magical
cities within and beyond ourselves. The melodies of Theodorakis, Hadjidakis, Spanos,
Attik, Edith Piaf, Barbara, and Moustaki dress the Greek and French poetry, blurring the
boundaries of place and time. Human voices blend with the nostalgic sound of the
saxophone, while the piano serves as the cohesive link between different musical journeys.

Eleni Sfakianaki: vocals, Giannis Kassotakis: vocals, Giorgos Daravelis: saxophone, Lili
Daka: piano.

Organization: Region of Crete - Support: Municipality of Heraklion



TUESDAY, AUGUST 8 | VENETIAN WALLS OF HERAKLION - "MANOS
HADJIDAKIS" GARDEN THEATER

"Lepidoptera”

Starting time: 21:00

Following the great success of the performance "Yerma - el cuerpo muerto" in Crete and
Athens, Arte Libera returns to this year's Crete Festival with the play "Lepidoptera" based on
Virginia Woolf's "The Death of the Moth" and other texts. "The Death of the Moth" is the last
short story Woolf wrote before she plunged into the Ouse River with her pockets filled with
stones. Observing life and its details, the texts revolve around the dissatisfaction and the
impasses faced by both the author and her heroines. "l started to write about death, but life

gotin the way." V. Woolf

Directed by: Thomais Triantafyllidou, Original Music: Lina Zachari
Performed by: Ifigenia Karamitrou, Elena Mengreli, Thomais Triantafyllidou

Organization: Region of Crete - Support: Municipality of Heraklion

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12 | VENETIAN WALLS OF HERAKLION - "MANOS
HADJIDAKIS" GARDEN THEATER

"Lyrical Song Concert with the Bass-Baritone Manos Christofakis"

Starting time: 21:00

The Lyric Theatre of Crete presents a concert of lyrical songs featuring the bass-baritone
Manos Christofakis as the soloist. Excerpts from significant opera works of the classical and
romantic periods will be performed, composed by Richard Wagner, Giuseppe Verdi,
Charles Gounod, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, Arrigo Boito, Sergei
Rachmaninoff, and more. The French pianist Mélisande Sinsoulier accompanies, along
with violin and cello. In addition to arias, there will be performances of soloist and choir
dialogues, featuring the participation of the Apollo Voice Ensemble vocal group, which will
voluntarily interpret well-known choral pieces.

Organization: Region of Crete
Support: Municipality of Heraklion, Musical Association "Apollon"



THURSDAY, AUGUST 17 | HERAKLION VENETIAN WALLS - "MANOS
HADJIDAKIS" GARDEN THEATER

"Piano Recital by Aris Graikousis”

Starting time: 21:00

The distinguished pianist Aris Graikousis, from Heraklion, Crete, having performed
numerous times in solo recitals, chamber music concerts, and music-theatrical
performances in Heraklion, will present a piano recital as part of "the Crete Festival". Aris
Graikousis will perform works by L.V. Beethoven, F. Mendelssohn, Fr. Chopin, and A.
Khachaturian. Specifically, the pieces that the pianist will present are as follows:

The "Adagio of Spartacus & Phrygia" from Khachaturian's ballet, as well as the Toccata by
the same composer, Beethoven's Sonata op. 53 No. 21 "Waldstein," one of the composer's
most famous and demanding sonatas, with both technical virtuosity and lyrical elements.

In the second part, the program will include Mendelssohn's "Variations sérieuses" op. 54,
perhaps his most significant piano work, the "Nocturne" op. Posthume in C sharp minor, and
Chopin's "Polonaises" op. 40 No. 1 "Military" and op. 53 "Heroic".

Organization: Region of Crete - Support: Municipality of Heraklion

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24 | HERAKLION VENETIAN WALLS - "MANOS
HADJIDAKIS" GARDEN THEATER

"The Blue7 ensemble”

Starting time: 21:00

The Blue7 ensemble is a new music group that is original and innovative due to its
composition. It consists of three woodwind instruments, three brass instruments, and a
drum set. Based in Heraklion, its goal is to present a different sound and perspective in the
music scene through its performances. Its repertoire includes works by Astor Piazzolla,
Chick Corea, David Brubeck, George Gershwin, and many other notable composers from
the jazz genre. The unique ensemble features Maria Alexaki on flute, Eva Lasithiotaki on
saxophone, Sofia Papoutsaki on clarinet, Kostas Palios on euphonium, Charalampos
Palios on tuba, Manolis Sfakianakis on trombone, and Vangelis Tsagarakis on drums.
Accompanying them is the acclaimed vocalist Vasilis Lekkas, performing well-known hits by
Manos Hadjidakis, Mikis Theodorakis, Giannis Spanos, Giorgos Trantalidis, and others.
Haris Sarris joins them on the piano. The arrangements of the pieces are done by Spyros
Mavropoulos, Charalampos Palios, and Spyros Prosoparis.

Organization: Regionof Crete - Support: Municipality of Heraklion



SATURDAY, AUGUST 26 | VENETIAN FORTRESS OF FIRKA - CHANIA
"Tetrachord Piano Ensemble - Concert for 2 Pianos, 8 Hands”
Starting time: 21:00

Four pianists on two pianos have the ability to produce mesmerizing orchestral sounds.

The Sonata by Smetana is one of the few original romantic works for this combination. New
Zealander Paul Sarsich and Polish Marek Pasieczny experiment with complex rhythmic
patterns, utilizing all the keys of the piano, as well as the tonal colors created by the
performers inside the instrument. Russian Rosenblatt and American Wilberg draw
inspiration from famous Japanese melodies ("Red Dragonfly," "Song of the Seashore," and
"Sakura") and from the opera Carmen respectively, creating compositions-fantasies filled
with humor, theatricality, virtuosity, and contrasts. Also, Rachmaninoff's 1st Suite, dedicated
to Tchaikovsky, is a work of imagination inspired by four Russian poems.

Tetrachord Piano Ensemble: Dimitris Karydis, Petros Moschos, Michalis Angelakis,
Nikos Stavlas.
Organization: Region of Crete - Support: Municipality of Chania

SUNDAY 3 & MONDAY 4 OF SEPTEMBER
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF APTERA -CHANIA
"The Creation of the World"

Starting time: 21:00

The creation of the world gives birth to music! The visionary American composer, George
Kramb, "describes" the evolution of our planet during prehistoric eras through the voice of the
whale, urging the performers of his work to wear masks and be bathed in blue light. Darius
Milhaud draws inspiration from African mythology on the creation of the world, reminding us
simultaneously that jazz, as part of black music, created a new musical world in the 20th
century. However the creation of music also generates worlds!

Thus, Schumann's Piano Quintet, one of the most enchanting chamber music works of
Romanticism, gave birth to a remarkable musical genre that has been embraced by great
composers up to the present day.

The Chamber Music Festival Chania enters its second decade of existence in the artistic
events of Crete. Since its inaugural concert in 2012 at the grand hall of the Minoa Palace
Resortin Chania, it has been held uninterruptedly, attracting hundreds of listeners each year.
With 34 unique concerts and hosting at least 5,000 Greek and foreign music lovers, it has
become an internationally recognized musical event.

For the second year in a row, the collaboration between the Chamber Music Festival Chania
and the Crete Festival continues.

*Free admission with Entry Tickets - www.ticketservices.gr

Organization: Region of Crete
Co-organization: Chania Ephorate of Antiquities, Chamber Music Festival Chania



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 | ELEFTHERIAS SQUARE - HERAKLION
"Lurusciude lumare"/"The Sound of the Sea"
Starting time: 21:00

The vocal ensemble "Apollo Voice Ensemble" of the Music Association "Apollon" presents a
musical evening dedicated to beautiful melodies, dances, and songs from the
Mediterranean. The concert includes traditional sounds from various regions of the
Mediterranean, such as Greece, Cyprus, Spain, and Italy, with a special emphasis on the
music of Greek-speaking areas of Southern ltaly, either in their original versions or in
arrangements for mixed choir. The melodies of the vocal ensemble will be accompanied by
a small instrumental ensemble consisting of piano, wind instruments, strings, and
percussion, which will also perform independent instrumental songs and dances from the
aforementioned regions, such as tarantella, tamuriata, pizzica, villanella, and more.

Apollo Voice Ensemble
Conductor: Manos Panagiotakis / Music preparation: Elena Perisynaki

Organization: Region of Crete
Supported by MusicAssociation Apollon

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 | ELEFTHERIAS SQUARE -HERAKLION
"Rising Winds”
Starting time: 20:30

The Bandina of Haris Sarris Music Schools was created a few years ago as a natural
evolution of the educational efforts in the wind instrument sections. Today, it consists of 25
members from various instrument groups such as trumpets, trombones, French horns,
euphoniums, flutes, saxophones, clarinets, electric bass, and drums. The orchestra's
repertoire includes classical works, film music, tango, disco, interpreting composers such
as Dvorak, Shostakovich, Piazzolla, Michael Jackson, and more. The conductor of the
orchestra is Manolis Sfakianakis, a trombone professor and member of the Blue7
ensemble.

Until now, the Bandina has performed at the Manos Hadjidakis Theater Garden Theater, the
Philharmonic Festival held in Rethymno, the Experimental Theater, the Maria and Andreas
Kalokairinos Hall at the Heraklion Cultural Center, and the Eco Voice Festival organized by
the Municipality of Heraklion, in the St. Mark's Basilica.

Organization: Region of Crete
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